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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1300

Introduced by Assembly Member Ridley-Thomas

February 27, 2015

5&52—2—9# to the Welfare and Instltutlons Code relatl ng to mental
health.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1300, as amended, Ridley-Thomas. Mental health: involuntary
commitment.

Under existing law, when a person, as aresult of mental disorder, is
a danger to others, or to himself or herself, or gravely disabled, he or
she may, upon probable cause, be taken into custody by a peace officer,
member of the attending staff of an evaluation facility, designated
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members of a mobile crisis team, or other designated professional
person, and placed in afacility designated by the county and approved
by the State Department of Health Care Servicesasafacility for 72-hour
treatment and eval uation.

evaluation-and-treatment:

Thisbill would require a nondesignated hospital, as defined, to notify
the county in which the nondesignated hospital islocated of a person’s
detention pursuant to that provision, and to use the 24-hour toll-free
telephone number established by the county’s mental health program
for psychiatric emergency servicesand crisis stabilization if the county’s
mental health program has a 24-hour toll-free telephone number in
operation on January 1, 2017, for this purpose. The bill would require
that the notification include specified information, including the time
when the 72-hour detention period for evaluation and treatment expires,
and would require the notification to be documented in the patient’s
medical record.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTHON1—Section 5001 of the Welfare aneHnstitutions Code
2 isamendedtoread:
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SEC16:

SECTION 1. Article 1.1 (commencing with Section 5150.10)
is added to Chapter 2 of Part 1 of Division 5 of the Welfare and
Institutions Code, to read:

Article 1.1. Persons Detained in Nondesignated Hospitals

5150.10. Unlessthe context otherwise requires, the following
definitions shall govern the construction of this article:

(& “Emergency department of anondesignated hospital” means
a basic, comprehensive, or standby emergency medical service
that is approved by the State Department of Public Health as a
special or supplemental service of a nondesignated hospital. For
purposes of this part, an emergency department of anondesignated
hospital shall include an observation or similar unit of the hospital
that meets both of the following criteria:

(1) The unit is operated under the direction and policies of the
emergency department.

(2) The unit provides continuing emergency services and care
to patients prior to an inpatient admission, transfer, or discharge.
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(b) “Nondesignated hospital” means a general acute care
hospital, asdefined in subdivision (&) of Section 1250 of the Health
and Safety Code or an acute psychiatric hospital, as defined in
subdivision (b) of Section 1250 of the Health and Safety Code,
that is not a designatedfaettty- facility, as defined in Section 5008.

alaatadalalala aYaWlatalaala
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detal ned pursuant to Sectlon 5150 for eva uatl on and treatment
and first taken to an emergency department of a nondesignated
hospital.

(b) &)-Except asprovidedin subdivision (€), the nondesignated
hospital shall notify the county inwhich the nondesignated hospital
islocated of the person S detentl on.
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(© The notlflcat|on to the county shall be made using the
24-hour toll-free telephone number established by the county’s
mental health program for psychiatric emergency services and
crisis stabilization if the county’s mental health program has a
24-hour toll-free telephone number in operation on January 1,
2016; 2017, for this purpose. The notification shall be documented
in the patient’s medical record.

(d) The nondesignated hospital shall advise the county of all of
the following:

(1) Thetime when the 72-hour detention period for evaluation
and treatment expires.

(2) An estimate of the time when the person will be medically
stable for transfer to a designated facility.

(3) The county in which the person resides, if known.

(e) The notification to the county under this section shall not
berequired if the treating emergency professiona determines that
the person will be-admitted;-pursuantto-Section5150-16; admitted
to an acute care bed of a nondesignated hospital for the primary
purpose of recelving acute inpatient services for a medical
cond|t| on that isin addltl onto the person S psychlatrlc condltlon
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